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Purpose:  To provide a format for a court order authorizing or continuing shelter care placement of children alleged to be, or who have previously been found to be, dependent children in cases where the lack of services to prevent removal of the child from the home is found by the court, to be reasonable due to the emergency nature of the situation, safety considerations, and circumstances of the family.

Key provisions:  Includes provisions to enable the court to document the determination that “to allow this child to remain in the home would be contrary to the welfare of the child,” and that although services were not offered to prevent removal of the child from the home, this level of effort was reasonable due to the emergency nature of the situation, safety considerations, and circumstances of the family.”

If this document is not utilized:  Ensure that any such “shelter care order” includes language documenting the court’s determination that “to allow this child to remain in the home would be contrary to the welfare of the child” and, if relevant where services were not offered to prevent removal of the child from the home, language documenting the court’s determination that “this level of effort was reasonable due to the emergency nature of the situation, safety considerations, and circumstances of the family.”  In addition, ensure that any such order includes the name of the caregiver(s) from whose home the child was removed and the relationship of the caregiver(s) to the child.
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IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF___________________ COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
In the interest of ________________________ Date of Birth__________ Juvenile No.__________




     
(A MINOR)

SHELTER CARE ORDER

(Alleged/Adjudicated Dependent Child)

(Lack of Placement Prevention Services Reasonable Due to Emergency Situation)

And now, this _____day of __________, 2____, after informal hearing pursuant to 42 Pa.C.S. §6332 it is hereby ORDERED that   _____________________________(child)__________________________, having been ( alleged to be    ( previously found to be      a dependent child,   ( be placed in    ( continue in  shelter care under the temporary legal custody of the _____________________County Children and Youth Agency, subject to further order of this court.

Further, the Court hereby finds that to allow this child to remain in the home of     [name of caregiver(s)]_________  ,               (relationship to child)                 , would be contrary to the child’s welfare, and although services were not offered by the________________ County Children and Youth Agency to prevent removal of this child from the home, this level of effort was reasonable due to the emergency nature of the situation, safety considerations, and circumstances of the family.

Subject to further Order of this Court.










By the Court,










________________________
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